
File No.: J-11015/77/2011-IA-II(M)
Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
IA Division

***

Dated 17/04/2026

To,

Sh. Jitendra S Mahapatra
M/s. Bharat Coking Coal Limited
Koyla Bhawan, Koyla Nagar, Dhanbad, Jharkhand, 826005 ,
E-mail: gmenv.bccl@coalindia.in

Subject: Proposed Moonidih Coking Coal Washery (capacity of 2.5 MTPA in an area of 18 ha) within the 
existing Cluster XI group of Mines comprising of 3447.14 Ha ML area with production capacity 
of 6.604 MTPA and Coking Coal Washery of 1.6 MTPA capacity in an area of 25.6 Ha by M/s 
Bharat Coking Coal Limited, located in Jharia Coalfields Village: Gopinathdih; District: 
Dhanbad; State: Jharkhand – Environment Clearance – regarding

Sir/Madam,
 
This is with reference to your online application vide proposal no. IA/JH/CMIN/436050/2023 dated 
10.07.2023 and additional information dated 18/02/2026 seeking for Environmental Clearance under the 
provisions of EIA notification 2006 and as amended therein for the project mentioned above.

2. The particulars of the proposal are as below :

(i) EC Identification No. EC23A0801JH5920123N

(ii) File No. J-11015/77/2011-IA-II(M)

(iii) Clearance Type Fresh EC

(iv) Category A

(v) Project/Activity Included Schedule No. 2(a) Coal washeries

(vi) Sector Coal Mining

(vii) Name of Project

Moonidih Coking Coal Washery (capacity of 2.5 
MTPA in an area of 18 ha) within the existing 
Cluster XI group of Mines comprising of 3447.14 
Ha ML area with production capacity of 6.604 
MTPA and Coking Coal Washery of 1.6 MTPA 
capacity in an area of 25.6ha

(viii) Location of Project (District, State) Dhanbad, Jharkhand
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(ix) Issuing Authority MoEF&CC

(x) Applicability of General Conditions No

3.	M/s. Bharat Coking Coal Limited (BCCL) has made an online application vide proposal no. IA/JH/CMIN/436050/2023 
dated 10.07.2023 along with copy of EIA/EMP report and Form seeking for Environment Clearance (EC) under the 
provisions of EIA Notification 2006 for the project mentioned above.
 
4.	The proposed project activity is listed at schedule no. 2(a) Coal Washeries, Under Category “A” of the schedule of the 
EIA Notification, 2006 and appraised at Central Level. The project does not attract the provisions of general condition of 
the EIA Notification, 2006.
 
5.	The instant proposal was earlier apprised into 48th EAC meeting held on 25-28th August 2023 and 3rd EAC meeting 
held on 16-17th November 2023 and the same was deferred for want of additional information. PP submitted the ADS 
reply on Parivesh portal on 18.02.2026 and the same was apprised in the 41st EAC meeting held on 17-18th March 2026. 
The MoM for the same may be seen using the web link: parivesh.nic.in.
 
Details submitted by the project proponent
 
6.	Proposed Moonidih Coking Coal Washery (capacity of 2.5 MTPA in an area of 18 ha) within the existing Cluster XI 
group of Mines comprising of 3447.14 Ha ML area with production capacity of 6.604 MTPA and Coking Coal Washery 
of 1.6 MTPA capacity in an area of 25.6 Ha by M/s Bharat Coking Coal Limited, located in Jharia Coalfields Village: 
Gopinathdih; District: Dhanbad; State: Jharkhand. Proposed washery shall be a New Washery set up adjacent to the 
existing washery. After the grant of EC for the instant project, the New Washing Capacity of 2.5 MTPA shall be added.
 
ToR was granted vide letter no. J-11015/77/2011-IA-II(M) dated 01.01.2021.
 
7.	Environmental Site Settings: The project area is covered under Survey of India Topo sheet No 73 I/6 and is bounded 
by the geographical coordinates ranging from 23° 44' 13.21" N to 23° 44' 27.54" N and longitudes 86° 21' 9.21"E and 86° 
21' 20.94"E. Project does not fall in the Critically Polluted Area (CPA)/Severely Polluted Area (SPA), as per CEPI 
Assessment 2018.
 
Forest Area: The instant project does not include any forestland.
 
Protected Area: The project is not located within 10 KM of any ESZ/ ESA/ national park/ wildlife sanctuary/ biosphere 
reserve/ tiger reserve/ elephant reserve/ tiger corridor/ elephant corridor etc. There is no endangered schedule I species in 
study area of the project.
 
Project Area/ Location: PP submitted that the proposed coal washery will be located in an area of 18 ha (deep seated coal 
bearing area where no mining is envisaged) within the leasehold area of Moonidih UG of Cluster XI. The entire land is 
BCCL owned land and the surface rights are with BCCL. The land is vested through Notifications S.O. 2565 dated 
09.08.1965; S.O. 309 dated 30.12.1987; S.O. 363 dated 20.01.1964; S.O. 1895 dated 21.05.1968; S.O. 2033 dated 
25.05.1968; S.O. 2761 dated 28.09.1963 under Coal Bearing Areas (Acquistion and Devlopment) Act 1957.
 
Breakup of the land area.

S. no.
Description of Activity/ Facility/ Plant/ Others

Land Requirement in 
Ha

Percentage

(1) Plant Facilities 4.28 23.78

(2) Administrative building/workshop 0.09 0.50

(3) Storage (raw material) 0.38 2.11

(4) Storage (finished product) 0.35 1.94

(5) Storage (Hazardous waste) 0.03 0.17

(6) Storage (Refuse/rejects) 1.01 5.61

(7) Effluent Treatment Plant 0.59 3.28
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S. no.
Description of Activity/ Facility/ Plant/ Others

Land Requirement in 
Ha

Percentage

(8) Approach Roads 0.78 4.33

(9) Railway Siding 2.00 11.11

(10) Green Belt 7.64 42.44

(11) Truck Parking Facility 0.30 1.67

(12) Miscellaneous 0.55 3.06

Total 18.00 100%

Other Sensitive receptors:
Project site proximity to 
sensitive area

Distance in km (within 5 km from the project area)

i. Habitation

Particulars Distance Direction
Gopinathdih Village 2.0 km South

Dhobni Village 2.5 km North

Dhanabar Village 3.5 km North

Moonidih 2.0 km North

ii. School

Particulars Distance Direction
D.A.V Public School 3.0 km West

Indian School of Learning 2.5 km West

iii. River/ Waterbody

iv. Forest NA

v. Archaeological Survey of 
India (ASI) protected site

No

vi. Any other (industries, 
hospitals etc)

S. No. Name of Hospitals Distance (km) Direction
Moonidih Hospital 2.0 SW

No diversions of the sensitive receptors is proposed for the said project.
 
Details of mitigation measures proposed:
 
1. Air Quality & Dust Suppression Measures
•	Deployment of Mobile Water Sprinklers (Truck Mounted Fog Canons) and Mechanical Sweepers specifically for the 
"DAV Moonidih, (Allocated: 100.0 Lakhs).
•	Installation of Static mist-type sprinklers for nearby railway sidings to prevent fugitive dust from reaching the village 
(Allocated: 50.0 Lakhs).
School-Specific Infrastructure:
 
2. Green Belt & Physical Buffers
•	Creating a physical barrier between mining operations and sensitive receptors:
•	Green Belt Development: Plantation covering 7.64 hectares to act as a natural dust and noise filter for the village and 
schools (Allocated: 60.0 Lakhs).
 
3. Water Security & Sanitation
•	To ensure the health of students and villagers, the budget provides for clean drinking water and groundwater recharge:
•	Drinking Water Infrastructure:
•	Renovation of the Moonidih Filter Plant to supply community water to Moonidih Basti and surrounding areas 
(Allocated: 50.0 Lakhs).
•	Installation of Water Storage Tanks at the Rajkiya Middle School/Local schools (Allocated: 15.0 Lakhs).

Particulars Distance Direction
Damodar River (HFL 

data: 145.00 m )
2.5 km South
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Ecological Water Management:
•	Development of Ponds with mine water supply to augment groundwater levels in Moonidih and Gopinathdih (Allocated: 
10.0 Lakhs).
•	Implementation of Rainwater Harvesting Measures to ensure long-term water sustainability (Allocated: 15.08 Lakhs).
 
4. Health & Sanitation Services
•	Medical Support: Monthly Medical Camps and provision of an Ambulance for locals and school children to monitor and 
treat respiratory issues (Allocated: 45.0 Lakhs).
•	Waste Management: Regular cleaning of drains and garbage in the Moonidih area to prevent vector-borne diseases 
(Allocated: 7.50 Lakhs)
 
8.	Salient features of the project:
 
i.	M/s Bharat Coking Coal Limited has intended to set up additional Moonidih Coking Coal Washery, a new project under 
Cluster XI. The project involves an area of 18.00 Ha with a washing capacity of 2.5 MTPA to produce environmental 
friendly metallurgical grade coal for steel plants and power coal to supply in thermal power plants.
 
ii.	Heavy media cyclone technology is being used for coal washing. Life of proposed washery is 18 years.
 
iii.	The raw coal requirement (ROM Coal 5 MTPA) for the proposed washery will be met from Moonidih Underground, 
located within approx. 2-3 km from washery and collieries of Eastern Jharia area of BCCL, Raw coal from Moonidih UG 
will be transported through Pipe Conveyor (and by covered trucks until the conveyor is installed). All trucks used for the 
temporary transportation of raw coal will be tarpaulin-covered. Washed Coal will be transported from the Washery to 
Steel Plants and Power Plants entirely through a mechanized railway-based dispatch system. No road transportation of 
washed coal is envisaged. Railway siding is at a distance of 300 m from site with capacity of 10 rakes per day and then to 
End User by Indian Railways network for long distance and by road to nearby users.
 
iv.	The washery is designed with no rejects. However, if any rejects are generated, they will be disposed of as per the 
Policy of handling & Disposal of Washery Rejects issued by the Ministry of Coal.
 
v.	Coal storage areas (Raw material, finished product) will be provided within the 18.00 Ha site and will be kept in raw 
coal bunker, clean coal bunker and middling bunker respectively,
 
vi.	Details of land – use:

S. no. Description of Activity/ Facility/ Plant/ 
Others

Land Requirement in Ha
Percentage

(1) Plant Facilities 4.28 23.78

(2) Administrative building/workshop 0.09 0.50

(3) Storage (raw material) 0.38 2.11

(4) Storage (finished product) 0.35 1.94

(5) Storage (Hazardous waste) 0.03 0.17

(6) Storage (Refuse/rejects) 1.01 5.61

(7) Effluent Treatment Plant 0.59 3.28

(8) Approach Roads 0.78 4.33

(9) Railway Siding 2.00 11.11

(10) Green Belt 7.64 42.44

(11) Truck Parking Facility 0.30 1.67

(12) Miscellaneous 0.55 3.06

Total 18.00 100%

vii.	The additional manpower requirement will be sourced from the local areas to the extent possible. Total Employment 
generation will be 251. The project will create employment opportunities both for skilled, semi- skilled and unskilled 
labour both during construction and operational phases of the project in the area.
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viii.	The site is within the leasehold of Moonidih UG colliery of Cluster XI. The site is connected to the Dhanbad-Bokaro 
Road, which is NH-18 towards NW direction. The nearest village is Gopinathdih Village which is located about 2 km 
south direction. The Damodar River 2.5 km to the South. The nearest railway station is Dhanbad Railway Station, which is 
located approximately 2 km North-East from the project site. Nearest Airport: Birsa Munda Airport, Ranchi (approx. 125 
km) and Kazi Nazrul Islam Airport, Durgapur (approx. 90 km)
 
9.	Baseline Data:

Period 9th December 2020 - 9th March 2021 REM (Period: October 2025 to Feb 2026 )

AAQ parameters 
at 8 Locations 
(min and max)

Core Zone

PM2.5 = 53.0 to 78.0 μg/m3

PM10 = 96.0 to 162.0 μg Μg/m3

SO2 = <10 to 16 μg/m3

NOx = 19.0 to 37.0 μg/m3

Buffer zone

PM2.5 = 30.0 to 79.0 μg/m3

PM10 = 80.0 to 145.0 μg Μg/m3

SO2 = <10 to 12 μg/m3

NOx = 11.0 to 67.0 μg/m3

Period- (October 2025 to Feb 2026
Core Zone

PM2.5 = 32.0 to 72.0 μg/m3

PM10 = 79.0 to 141.0 μg /m3

SO2 = 11 to 13 μg/m3

NOx = 20.0 to 34.0 μg/m3

Buffer zone

PM2.5 = 27.0 to 73.0 μg/m3

PM10 = 69.0 to 131.0 μg/m3

SO2 = <10 to 13 μg/m3

NOx = 14.0 to 47.0 μg/m3

Incremental GLC 
Level

PM10 – 16.34 mg/m3

PM2.5 – 2.26 mg/m3

SO2 - 1.08 mg/m3

NOx - 6.95 mg/m3

Period- (October 2025 to Feb 2026)

PM10 – 16.34mg/m3

PM2.5 – 2.26 mg/m3

SO2 - 1.08 mg/m3

NO2 - 6.95 mg/m3

Incremental GLC Level will be same, as it 
has been calculated by considering peak 
production capacity of the proposed coal 
washery.

Ground water 
quality at 8 
Locations

pH: 6.89, Total Hardness: 492 mg/l, Chlorides: 88 mg/l, 
Fluoride: 0.7mg/l.
Heavy metals: Lead :<0.005, Arsenic:<0.006, 
Chromium:<0.04
Iron :<0.2, Manganese :<0.02, Nickel:<0.01

Period: Quarter Ending – Dec 2025
pH: 7.81, Total Hardness: 585 mg/l, 
Chlorides: 93 mg/l, Fluoride: 0.8 mg/l.
Heavy metals: Lead :<0.005, 
Arsenic:<0.006, Chromium:<0.04
Iron :<0.2, Manganese :<0.02, Nickel:<0.01

Surface water 
quality at 4 
Locations

pH: 8.23.to 8.45; DO: 4.8 to 6.8 mg/l and BOD:< 2.0 to 
2.1 mg/l.

Period: Quarter Ending – Dec 2025
pH: 7.74.to 7.88; DO: 6.1 to 6.3 mg/l and 
BOD:< 2.0 mg/l.

Noise levels Leq 
(Day and Night)

Core Zone
56.4 to 59.7 for the day time and 45.7 to 49.2 for the 
Night time. (of both industrial and residential area)
Buffer Zone
47.3 to 55.2 for the day time and 40 to 48.5 for the 
Night time. (of both industrial and residential area)

Period : REM Data (Dec 2025 -Feb 2026)
Core Zone
53.8 to 57.9 for the day time and 42.8 to 44 
for the Night time. (of both industrial and 
residential area)
Buffer Zone
47.8 to 56.5 for the day time and 40.9 to 
44.7 for the Night time. (of both industrial 
and residential area)

Traffic assessment 
study findings

Not Applicable (Not recommended in TOR; Transport 
through conveyor and Rail)

No Change

Flora: 14 tree species, 16 Shrubs and 4 grasses found in 
the agroforestry and Natural Vegetation of core zone of 
project. The dominant trees in the study area are Amla, 

Flora and fauna No Change
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Period 9th December 2020 - 9th March 2021 REM (Period: October 2025 to Feb 2026 )

(Neem), Shesam (Dalbergia Sisso), Aam (Mangifera 
indica), Babul, Jack Fruit, Gulmohr
Fauna: 17 bird species,, 05 mammals , 5 fishes species 
were found in core zone. Indian Grey Mongoose, Indian 
Fulvous Fruit-Bat,Indian Field Mouse, Common House 
Rat ,Bandicoot Rat
Schedule I fauna: There is no schedule I species in 
study area.

Water 
Requirement

Source of Water: Mine Water from Moonidih UG
Water Requirement: 1360 KLD (0.30 MGD)
NOC (For surface water): NA
NOC(Ground Water): NA

No Change

10.	Water Requirement: The water required for the said additional project is 1360 KLD and the source of water will be 
mine water from Moonidih UG mines. NoC for groundwater is not required for the project. Moonidih UG mines has 
obtained NOC under Cluster XI from CGWA vide CGWA/NOC/MIN/REN/1/2025/11496 for 34023 KLD valid from 
14.12.2023 to 13.12.2025 and renewal of NoC is under process (Renewal Application Number: MIN/JH/2025/16008/R-2; 
in process at CGWA). No water body is proposed to be diverted for the instant project. The existing ponds at Moonidih 
Basti, Dhobni, Gopinathdih, and other nearby villages will be maintained with provision of mine water supply to maintain 
adequate water levels and ensure their sustained functionality.
 
11.	Details of diversion of High-Tension/ Transmission Line: Power requirement for the project is 5 MVA and the same 
will be sourced from DVC substation. No diversion of High-Tension/ Transmission Line is envisaged in the project.
 
12.	Solid and hazardous Waste generation: Proposal is for New Washery in Cluster XI. Currently, there is no solid and 
hazardous waste generation. Further, washery is designed on ZLD concept.
 
13.	Details of Public Hearing:

Details of advertisement of given Public hearing notice was published on 03.02.2023 in newspapers namely Dainik 
Jagran and Hindustan

Date of public Hearing 04.03.2023

Venue Playground D.A.V. Public School, Moonidih Project, Dhanbad, Jharkhand

Presiding Officer Shri Nandkishore Gupta, Additional Collector

Number of people who attended the 
public hearing

124 person

Number of written representations 
received from within and outside the 
district

17 (within district)

Major issues raised Dust Suppression, generation of employment, Facility of water supply, Healthcare, 
CSR activities, Education etc.

Action plan as per MoEF&CC O.M. dated 30/09/2020: Rs. 567.50 Lakhs has been earmarked as CER funds, which will 
be spent to address the concerns raised during the public hearing (Dust Suppression, generation of employment, Facility of 
water supply, Healthcare, CSR activities, Education etc.).

S. 
No.

Issue Raised 
during PH

Physical activity and action plan Budget
(in lakhs)

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3

1. Rural 
Development

Repair of road connecting Putki to Moonidih 180.00 180.00 - -

Air Pollution 
Control 

Sprinkling for dust suppression by Fog 
Canons and Road cleaning by Mechanical 

2. 80.0 40.0 40.0 -
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S. 
No.

Issue Raised 
during PH

Physical activity and action plan Budget
(in lakhs)

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3

Measures Sweeper

3. Water 
requirement

Development of Ponds with provision of 
mine water supply

10.0 10.0 - -

4. School Aid & 
Infrastructure

Provision of Aids for schools (School Bus; 
Development of school infrastructure like 
Repair of Toilets/ Civil Repair of class 
rooms)

40.00 20.00 10.00 10.00

5 Green Area 
development

Construction of Park in the lease area of 
Moonidih mines

140.00 40.00 50.00 50.00

6. School Aid & 
Infrastructure

Community Kitchens, Water Storage Tanks 
and different civil works to be provided in 
Rajkiya Middle School

15.00 10.00 5.00

7
.

Concern about 
health of local 
people

Provision of Ambulance for locals; Medical 
Camps on Six monthly basis with provision 
of health check-ups and distribution of free 
medicines (Procurement of Ambulance 
completed)

45.00 25.00 10.00 10.00

8. Drinking 
Water

Renovation of Moonidih Filter Plan 
(Community Water supply to Bardubi Basti 
Gopinathdih, Moonidih Basti, Dhobni in 
addition to colony)

50.0 50.00 - -

9. Waste 
management

Cleaning of Drains & garbage 7.50 7.50 - -

Total 567.50 382.50 115.00 70.00

14.	EMP Cost: The capital cost for environmental protection measures is proposed as Rs. 1098.13 lakhs for the project. 
The annual recurring cost towards the environmental protection measures is proposed as Rs 55 lakhs for the project. The 
employment generation from the additional project is 251. The details of cost for environmental protection measures is as 
follows:

Proposed (in Rs lakhs)S. no. Description of Item
Capital Cost Recurring Cost

1 Air Pollution Control 856.7

2 Water Pollution Control 181.43

3 Green Belt Development 60.00

4 Environmental Monitoring and 
Management

-

55.00/ per year
(Repair and maintenance cost of Environment 

Mitigation equipment, operational cost of 
Environment Mitigation equipment and 

environment monitoring cost)

TOTAL 1098.13 55.00

15.	Plantation: 7.64 ha (42.44 % of Washery area) green area will be developed in project during operations. Additional 
7.48 ha will be developed as plantation, post washery life within 2 years. Thus, total plantation post washery will be 15.12 
ha.
 
16.	Rehabilitation & Resettlement: The project does not involve rehabilitation and resettlement.
 
17.	Project Cost: Capital cost of project is Rs. 468.91 Crores.
 
18.	Legal Issues/ Violation: PP submitted that there is no legal issue/violation w.r.t i) Environment (Protection) Act, ii) 
Air (P&CP) Act, Water (P&CP), Act, Van (Sanrakshan Evam Samvardhan) Adhiniyam, Wildlife Protection Act, MMDR 
Act, Factories Act. Further, there is no court case on the project. The status of cases mentioned in EC is mentioned below:

Court 
Case

Linked 
IA

Court Case Present 
Status

Relation to Project

WP Hon’ble Haradhan Pending · The said court case is not on the project but PIL filed for --
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Court 
Case

Linked 
IA

Court Case Present 
Status

Relation to Project

(PIL) 
381 of 
1997

Supreme 
Court

Roy vs 
Union of 
India

(Next 
hearing 
date: 
pending)

R&R issues in Jharia and Raniganj coalfield in year 1997.

· Master Plan approved by Govt. of India for R&R and 
dealing of fire and Subsidence in Jharia & Raniganj 
Coalfields as per court directions

· Hon’ble Supreme Court Monitors Master Plan for R&R 
and fire dealing issues.

· BCCL referred to case in EC for submission of R&R Cost 
& Policy to be implemented in all projects situated in Jharia 
& Raniganj Coalfield that differs from regular R&R Policy.

Deliberations and Observation of the Committee:
 
19.	The Committee noted the following:
 
i.	The instant proposal is for seeking Environmental Clearance for Proposed Moonidih Coking Coal Washery (capacity of 
2.5 MTPA in an area of 18 ha) within the existing Cluster XI group of Mines comprising of 3447.14 Ha ML area with 
production capacity of 6.604 MTPA and Coal Washery of 1.6 MTPA capacity in an area of 25.6 Ha by M/s Bharat Coking 
Coal Limited, located in Jharia Coalfields Village: Gopinathdih; District: Dhanbad; State: Jharkhand.
 
ii.	The instant proposal was earlier apprised in 48th EAC meeting held on 25-28th August 2023 and 3rd EAC meeting held 
on 16-17th November 2023 and the same was deferred for want of additional information. PP submitted the ADS reply on 
Parivesh portal on 18.02.2026 and the same was then apprised in the 41st EAC meeting held on 17-18th March 2026.
 
iii.	The EAC took into consideration the project site through kml file on the Google Earth presented by the project 
proponent along with DSS of the project site on PARIVESH.
 
iv.	Project does not fall in the Critically Polluted Area/ Severely Polluted Area, as per CEPI Assessment 2018.
 
v.	The project does not involves any forest area.
 
vi.	The project is not located within 10 KM of any ESZ/ ESA/ national park/ wildlife sanctuary/ biosphere reserve/ tiger 
reserve/ elephant reserve/ tiger corridor/ elephant corridor etc. There is no endangered schedule I species in study area of 
the project.
 
vii.	ToR for the said proposal was granted vide letter dated 01.01.2021.
 
viii.	The raw coal requirement for the proposed Moonidih Coking Coal Washery (2.5) will be sourced from Moonidih UG 
Mines and nearby mines, collieries of Eastern Jharia area of BCCL located in the vicinity of the washery. Run of Mine 
(ROM) coal will be transported through Pipe Conveyor, till the installation of the pipe conveyor (i.e., by September 2029) 
transportation shall be done through tarpaulin covered trucks. Washed Coal will be transported from the Washery to Steel 
Plants and Power Plants entirely through a mechanized railway-based dispatch system. No road transportation of washed 
coal is envisaged. Railway siding is at a distance of 300 m from site with capacity of 10 rakes per day and then to End 
User by Indian Railways network for long distance and by road to nearby users.
 
ix.	The technology proposed to be used for washing of coal is heavy media cyclone technology. Washery is designed with 
no rejects. However, if any rejects are generated, they will be disposed of as per the Policy of handling & Disposal of 
Washery Rejects issued by the Ministry of Coal.
 
x.	Life of washery is 18 years from the date of commencement of operations.
 
xi.	The baseline data for the said project has been carried out during 9th December 2020 – March 2021. Committee 
observed that the baseline data collection has surpassed 3 years. However, the project was first apprised during 2023, i.e., 
within the validity period of the baseline data. Further, Committee sought for the routine environmental monitoring data 
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and found the environmental parameters within the permissible limits only.
 
xii.	The water required for the said project is 1360 KLD and the source of water will be mine water from Moonidih UG 
Mine situated near the washery site. Moonidih UG mines has obtained NOC under Cluster XI from CGWA vide 
CGWA/NOC/MIN/REN/1/2025/11496 for 34023 KLD valid from 14.12.2023 to 13.12.2025 and renewal of NoC is under 
process (Renewal Application Number: MIN/JH/2025/16008/R-2; in process at CGWA). Zero liquid discharge is 
proposed in the instant project, hence no excess water will be discharged outside the project area.
Further, on the suggestions of the EAC, PP also submitted that the existing ponds at Moonidih Basti, Dhobni, 
Gopinathdih, and other nearby villages will be maintained with provision of mine water supply to maintain adequate water 
levels and ensure their sustained functionality.
 
xiii.	Power requirement for the project is 5 MVA and the same will be sourced from DVC substation. Further, no power 
line is proposed to be diverted for the same.
 
xiv.	Committee deliberated on the public hearing that took place for the said project on 04.03.2023. Approximately 124 
nos of persons attended the same and 17 nos of written representations were received. The total fund allocated for the 
same is Rs. 567.50 Lakhs to be implemented in the timeline of 3 years. Committee opined that the same shall be 
implemented in a time bound manner.
 
xv.	Committee deliberated on the EMP budget submitted by the PP. The capital cost for environmental protection 
measures is proposed as Rs. 1098.13 lakhs for the project. The annual recurring cost towards the environmental protection 
measures is proposed as Rs 55 lakhs per annum for the project. Committee opined that the same shall be implemented in a 
time bound manner.
 
xvi.	The total project cost is Rs. 468.91 Crores.
 
xvii.	PP submitted that 7.64 ha (42.44 % of washery area) green area will be developed in project during operations. 
Additional 7.48 ha will be developed as plantation, post washery life within 2 years. Thus, total plantation post washery 
will be 15.12 ha.
 
xviii.	The project does not involve rehabilitation and resettlement issues.
 
xix.	Committee observed that there is one court case pending on the project that is related to the R&R issues in Jharia and 
Raniganj coalfield in year 1997. Committee opined that the PP shall comply with the final order of the Hon’ble Supreme 
Court for WP (PIL) 381 of 1997.
 
xx.	The Committee noted that the EIA/EMP report is in compliance of the ToR issued for the project, reflecting the 
present environmental status and the projected scenario for all the environmental components.
 
xxi.	The EAC found ADS Reply of the project proponent to be satisfactory.
 
Recommendations of the Committee:
 
20.	Based on the discussions held and the documents submitted, the EAC recommended the proposal of Environment 
Clearance for “Proposed Moonidih Coking Coal Washery (capacity of 2.5 MTPA in an area of 18 ha) within the existing 
Cluster XI group of Mines comprising of 3447.14 Ha ML area with production capacity of 6.604 MTPA and Coking Coal 
Washery of 1.6 MTPA capacity in an area of 25.6 Ha by M/s Bharat Coking Coal Limited, located in Jharia Coalfields 
Village: Gopinathdih; District: Dhanbad; State: Jharkhand”, under the provisions of EIA Notification, 2006 (as 
amended), subject to the compliance of the following specific conditions in addition to the general/Standard EC conditions 
(Annexure-I).
 
21.	The MoEF&CC has examined the proposal in accordance with the provisions contained in the Environment Impact 
Assessment (EIA) Notification, 2006 & further amendments thereto and based on the recommendations of the EAC 
hereby accords Environmental Clearance to M/s. Bharat Coking Coal Limited for “Proposed Moonidih Coking Coal 
Washery (capacity of 2.5 MTPA in an area of 18 ha) within the existing Cluster XI group of Mines comprising of 3447.14 
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Ha ML area with production capacity of 6.604 MTPA and Coking Coal Washery of 1.6 MTPA capacity in an area of 25.6 
Ha, located in Jharia Coalfields Village: Gopinathdih; District: Dhanbad; State: Jharkhand” subject to compliance of the 
Specific Environmental safeguard Conditions in addition to the standard EC conditions (Annexure-I).
 
22.	The proponent shall obtain all necessary clearances/approvals that may be required before the start of the project. The 
Ministry or any other competent authority may stipulate any further condition for environmental protection. The Ministry 
or any other competent authority may stipulate any further condition for environmental protection.
 
23.	The Environmental Clearance to the aforementioned project is under provisions of EIA Notification, 2006. It does not 
tantamount to approvals/consent/permissions etc. required to be obtained under any other Act/Rule/regulation. The Project 
Proponent is under obligation to obtain approvals /clearances under any other Acts/ Regulations or Statutes, as applicable, 
to the project.
 
24.	The PP is under obligation to implement commitments made in the Environment Management Plan, which forms part 
of this EC.
 
25.	Any appeal against this environmental clearance shall lie with the National Green Tribunal, if preferred, within a 
period of 30 days as prescribed under Section 16 of the National Green Tribunal Act, 2010.
 
26.	General Instructions:
(i)	The project proponent shall prominently advertise it at least in two local newspapers of the District or State, of which 
one shall be in the vernacular language within seven days indicating that the project has been accorded environment 
clearance and the details of MoEF&CC website where it is displayed.
(ii)	The copies of the environmental clearance shall be submitted by the project proponents to the Heads of local bodies, 
Panchayats and Municipal Bodies in addition to the relevant offices of the Government who in turn must display the same 
for 30 days from the date of receipt.
(iii)	The project proponent shall have a well laid down environmental policy duly approved by the Board of Directors (in 
case of Company) or competent authority, duly prescribing standard operating procedures to have proper checks and 
balances and to bring into focus any infringements/deviation/violation of the environmental / forest / wildlife norms / 
conditions.
(iv)	Action plan for implementing EMP and environmental conditions along with responsibility matrix of the project 
proponent (during construction phase) and authorized entity mandated with compliance of conditions (during operational 
phase) shall be prepared. The year wise funds earmarked for environmental protection measures shall be kept in separate 
account and not to be diverted for any other purpose. Six monthly progress of implementation of action plan shall be 
reported to the Ministry/Regional Office along with the Six-Monthly Compliance Report.
(v)	Concealing factual data or submission of false/fabricated data may result in revocation of this environmental clearance 
and attract action under the provisions of Environment (Protection) Act, 1986.
(vi)	The Regional Office of this MoEF&CC shall monitor compliance of the stipulated conditions. The project authorities 
should extend full cooperation to the officer (s) of the Regional Office by furnishing the requisite data / 
information/monitoring reports.
(vii)	Validity of EC is as per the provision of EIA Notification, 2006 and its subsequent amendment.
 
27.	This issue with an approval of the Competent Authority.
 

Yours faithfully,
(Sundar Ramanathan)

Scientist ‘F’
Tel: 011- 20819378

Email- r.sundar@nic.in
 

Copy To
 
1.	The Secretary, Ministry of Coal, Shastri Bhawan, New Delhi.

Address: IA Division, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change,
Indira Paryavaran Bhawan, Jor Bagh New Delhi - 110003

Page 10 of 17IA/JH/CMIN/436050/2023



2.	The Secretary, Department of Environment & Forests, Government of Jharkhand, Secretariat, Ranchi.
3.	Deputy Director General of Forests (C), Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Regional Office, 2nd 
Floor, Headquarter- Jharkhand State Housing Board, Harmu Chowk, Ranchi, Jharkhand – 834 002.
4.	The Chairman, Jharkhand State Pollution Control Board, TA building, HEC complex, PO Dhurwa, Ranchi.
5.	The Member Secretary, Central Pollution Control Board, CBD-cum-Office Complex, East Arjun Nagar, Delhi – 32.
6.	The Chairman, Central Ground Water Authority, Ministry of Water Resources, Curzon Road Barracks, A-2, W-3 
Kasturba Gandhi Marg, New Delhi
7.	The Regional Director, Central Ground Water Board, Mid-Eastern Region, 6th& 7th Floor, Lok Nayak Jai Prakash 
Bhawan, Frazer Road, Dak Banglow, Patna- 800011, Bihar.
8.	The District Collector, Dhanbad, Government of Jharkhand.
9.	PARIVESH Portal.
 

Annexure 1

Specific EC Conditions for (Coal Washeries)

1. Specific Conditions:

S. No EC Conditions

1.1
Project proponent shall obtain environmental safeguards from JSPCB within 30 days from the date 
of grant of environmental clearance as per OM dated 14.01.2025. Compliance in this regard shall be 
submitted to the Ministry and Regional Office of MoEF&CC.

1.2
The Plant shall operate on closed water circuit with a concept of ‘Zero Liquid Discharge’ (ZLD). 
100% water will be recycled and no treated & untreated wastewater shall be discharged outside the 
boundaries of project area.

1.3
As committed, rooftop solar panels shall be installed at the DAV Moonidih School, Karitand High 
School, Rajkiya middle School and other schools in the close vicinity of the ML area.

1.4
Water spraying shall be done on regular basis inside and around the project area (within 2 km of the 
plant site) on a regular interval and a log book should be maintained for the same. The fog cannon 
must be installed at periphery of the Coal washery in order to suppress the dust.

1.5

A closed pipe conveyor system for transportation of raw coal from the mine to the washery shall be 
installed and commissioned by September 2029. Upon commissioning of the conveyor system, 
transportation of coal by road shall be completely discontinued. Until the commissioning of the 
closed pipe conveyor, raw coal shall be transported only through tarpaulin-covered trucks in 
compliance with environmental norms. Washed coal shall be transported by rail only from the 
commencement of washery operations.

1.6

The trucks to be used for transportation of raw coal should be tarpaulin covered. Vehicles proposed 
to be used for coal transportation shall not be older than 5 years and all should have valid PUC 
certificates. PP shall also explore the possibility to deploy e -vehicle/ e-dumpers. Regular water 
spraying shall be done on transportation route through Water tankers.

1.7
PP shall carryout regular maintenance of the potholes on roads, repair and maintenance of roads, 
scrapping of material fallen on roads, and removal of scraps from project area.

Plantation with the native and fast growing species (with saplings of height not less than 2 meter) 1.8
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S. No EC Conditions

shall be carried out on both the sides of the coal transportation road within 1 year from date of grant 
of EC.

1.9

The budget proposed for PH is Rs. 567.50 Lakhs. The budget proposed shall be kept in a separate 
account and audited annually. Project proponent shall implement the action plan to address the 
issues raised during public hearing within a time frame of 3 years from the date of grant of EC. PP 
shall submit the progress report regarding the implementation of action plan to concerned RO along 
with the six-monthly compliance report.

1.10

PP shall implement the protective measure proposed in Environment Management Plan (EMP) in a 
time-bound manner. The budget earmarked for the same is Rs 1098.13 Lakhs and Rs 55.0 Lakhs per 
annum (recurring) and should be kept in separate accounts and audited annually. The 
implementation status along with the amount spent with documentary proof shall be submitted to 
the concerned Regional Office for the activities carried out during the previous year.

1.11
One CAAQMS shall be installed in the core zone of the project area, in consultation with the 
JSPCB in addition to the already installed 3 nos of CAAQMS in the buffer zone. The same shall be 
connected to the server of JSPCB and CPCB.

1.12

Total greenbelt shall be developed in at least 7.64 ha (42.44 % of washery area), during the first two 
years of operation. Additional 7.48 ha shall be developed as plantation, post washery life within 2 
years of closure of operations. Native and fast growing species saplings of height not less than 4 feet 
shall be used for plantation.

1.13
Water requirement for the said project shall be fulfilled by the mine water of the Moonidih UG 
Mine situated near the washery site.

1.14
No rejects shall be generated from the said washery. If any rejects are generated, they shall be 
disposed of as per the Policy of handling & Disposal of Washery Rejects issued by the Ministry of 
Coal.

1.15
As committed, the existing ponds at Moonidih Basti, Dhobni, Gopinathdih, and other nearby 
villages shall be maintained with provision of mine water supply to maintain adequate water levels 
and ensure their sustained functionality.

1.16
Project proponent shall carryout plantation along the banks of Jors/ streams to act as a riparian 
buffer, using native species in consultation with the Forest Department, as recommended by the 
National Institute of Hydrology (NIH), Roorkee in its river conservation plan for Damodar River.

1.17
Raw coal and washed coal shall be stored in covered storage facility/ bunkers. Fixed-type high-
pressure sprinkler shall be installed in this storage yards.

1.18
Project proponent shall construct a 20 ft height wind barrier with galvanized/metal sheet all around 
the boundary of the washery and install fixed-type water sprinkler all along the boundary wall. 
Plantation shall be done all along the wind barrier with fast growing and native species.

1.19

Project proponent is advised to implement the 'Ek Ped Maa Ke Naam' Campaign which was 
launched on 5th June 2024 on the occasion of the World Environment Day to increase the forest 
cover across the Country. This plantation drive is other than Green belt development. The action in 
this regard shall be submitted concerned RO in six monthly report.
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Standard EC Conditions for (Coal washeries)

1. Statutory Compliance

S. No EC Conditions

1.1
The project proponent shall obtain Consent to Establish / Operate under the provisions of Air 
(Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act, 1981 and the Water (Prevention & Control of Pollution) 
Act, 1974 from the concerned State Pollution Control Board/ Committee

1.2
The project proponent shall obtain the necessary permission from the Central Ground Water 
Authority, in case of drawl of ground water / from the competent authority concerned in case of 
drawl of surface water required for the project.

1.3
Solid waste/hazardous waste generated in the washery needs to address in accordance to the Solid 
Waste Management Rules, 2016 / Hazardous & Other Waste Management Rules, 2016

1.4
Coal beneficiation practices shall be carried out under strict adherence to provisions of the Factories 
Act, 1957 and subordinate legislations made there under

2. Air Quality Monitoring And Mitigation Measure

S. No EC Conditions

2.1

Adequate ambient air quality monitoring stations shall be established in the core zone as well as in 
the buffer zone for monitoring of pollutants, namely particulates, SO2 and NOx. Location of the 
stations shall be decided based on the meteorological data, topographical features and 
environmentally and ecologically sensitive receptors in consultation with the State Pollution Control 
Board. Monitoring of heavy metals such as Hg, As, Ni, Cd, Cr, etc. carried out at least once in six 
months.

2.2

1 number of Continuous ambient air quality monitoring stations as prescribed in the statue be 
established in the core zone, in addition to 3 already established in the buffer zone for monitoring of 
pollutants, namely PM10, PM2.5, SO2 and NOx. Location of the stations shall be decided based on 
the meteorological data, topographical features and environmentally and ecologically sensitive 
targets in consultation with the State Pollution Control Board. Online ambient air quality monitoring 
stations may also be installed in addition to the regular monitoring stations as per the requirement 
and/or in consultation with the SPCB. Monitoring of heavy metals such as Hg, As, Ni, Cd, Cr, etc to 
be carried out at least once in six months.

2.3
All approach roads shall be black topped and internal roads shall be concreted. The roads shall be 
regularly cleaned. Coal transportation shall be carried out by covered cross country belt conveyor.

2.4
Vehicular emissions shall be kept under control and regularly monitored. The vehicles having 
‘PUC’ certificate from authorized pollution testing centres shall be deployed for washery 
operations.

2.5

Hoppers of the coal crushing unit and other washery units shall be fitted with high efficiency bag 
filters/mist spray water sprinkling system shall be installed and operated effectively at all times of 
operation to check fugitive emissions from crushing operations, transfer points of closed belt 
conveyor systems and from transportation roads.
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S. No EC Conditions

2.6
The raw coal, washed coal and middlings shall be stacked properly at earmarked site (s) within 
stockyards fitted with wind breakers/shields. Adequate measures shall be taken to ensure that the 
stored mineral does not catch fire.

3. Water Quality Monitoring And Mitigation Measures

S. No EC Conditions

3.1
The effluent discharge (mine waste water, workshop effluent) shall be monitored in terms of the 
parameters notified under the Water Act, 1974 Coal Industry Standards vide GSR 742 (E) dated 
25th September, 2000 and as amended from time to time by the Central Pollution Control Board.

3.2

The monitoring data shall be uploaded on the company’s website and displayed at the project site at 
a suitable location. The circular No.J-20012/1/2006-lA.11 (M) dated 27th May, 2009 issued by 
Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change shall also be referred in this regard for its 
compliance.

3.3
Industrial waste water shall be properly collected and treated so as to conform to the standards 
prescribed under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 and the Rules made there under, and as 
amended from time to time.

3.4

The project proponent shall not alter major water channels around the site. Appropriate 
embankment shall be provided along the side of the river/nallah flowing near or adjacent to the 
washery. The embankment constructed along the river/nallah boundary shall be of suitable 
dimensions and critical patches shall be strengthened by stone pitching on the river front side 
stabilised with plantation so as to withstand the peak water pressure preventing any chance of 
inundation.

3.5
Heavy metal content in raw coal and washed coal shall be analysed once in a year and records 
maintained thereof.

3.6
An Integrated Surface Water Management Plan for the washery area up to its buffer zone 
considering the presence of any river/rivulet/pond/lake etc. with impact of coal washing activities 
on it, shall be prepared, submitted to MoEFCC and implemented.

3.7
Waste Water shall be effectively treated and recycled completely either for washery operations or 
maintenance of green belt around the plant. The washing technology so chosen should conform to 
‘Zero Liquid Discharge

3.8
No ground water shall be used for coal washing unless otherwise permitted in writing by competent 
authority (CGWA) or MoEFCC. The make-up water requirement of washery should not exceed 1.5 
m3/tonne of raw coal.

3.9

Regular monitoring of ground water level and quality shall be carried out in and around the mine 
lease area by establishing a network of existing wells and constructing new piezometers during the 
mining operations. The monitoring of ground water levels shall be carried out four times a year i.e. 
pre-monsoon, monsoon, post-monsoon and winter. The ground water quality shall be monitored 
once a year, and the data thus collected shall be sent regularly to MOEFCC/RO.
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S. No EC Conditions

3.10

The project proponent shall take all precautionary measures to ensure riverine/ riparian ecosystem 
in and around the coal mine up to a distance of 5 km. A riverine/riparian ecosystem conservation 
and management plan should be prepared and implemented in consultation with the irrigation / 
water resource department in the state government

4. Noise And Vibration Monitoring And Prevention

S. No EC Conditions

4.1
The noise level survey shall be carried out as per the prescribed guidelines to assess noise exposure 
of the workmen at vulnerable points in the mine premises, and report in this regard shall be 
submitted to the Ministry/RO on six-monthly basis.

4.2

Adequate measures shall be taken for control of noise levels as per Noise Pollution Rules, 2016 in 
the work environment. Workers engaged in blasting and drilling operations, operation of HEMM, 
etc shall be provided with personal protective equipments (PPE) like ear plugs/muffs in conformity 
with the prescribed norms and guidelines in this regard. Adequate awareness programme for users 
to be conducted. Progress in usage of such accessories to be monitored.

5. Green Belt

S. No EC Conditions

5.1

Total greenbelt shall be developed in at least 7.64 ha (42.44 % of washery area), during the first two 
years of operation. Additional 7.48 ha shall be developed as plantation, post washery life within 2 
years of closure of operations. Native and fast growing species saplings of height not less than 4 feet 
shall be used for plantation.

6. Public Hearing And Human Health Issues

S. No EC Conditions

6.1

Adequate illumination shall be ensured in all washery locations (as per DGMS standards) and 
monitored weekly. The report on the same shall be submitted to this ministry & it’s RO on six-
monthly basis. The project proponent shall undertake occupational health survey for initial and 
periodical medical examination of the personnel engaged in the project and maintain records. 
Besides regular periodic health check-up, 20% of the personnel identified from workforce engaged 
in active mining operations shall be subjected to health check-up for occupational diseases and 
hearing impairment, if any.

6.2
Personnel (including outsourced employees) working in core zone shall wear protective respiratory 
devices and shall also be provided with adequate training and information on safety and health 
aspects.

Implementation of the time bound action plan on the issues raised during the public hearing shall be 
ensured. The project proponent shall undertake all the tasks/measures as per the action plan 
submitted with budgetary provisions during the public hearing. Land oustees shall be compensated 
as per the norms laid down in the R&R policy of the company/State Government/Central 

6.3
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S. No EC Conditions

Government, as applicable.

7. Miscellaneous

S. No EC Conditions

7.1

The project proponent shall make public the environmental clearance granted for their project along 
with the environmental conditions and safeguards at their cost by prominently advertising it at least 
in two local newspapers of the District or State, of which one shall be in the vernacular language 
within seven days and in addition this shall also be displayed in the project proponent’s website 
permanently.

7.2
The copies of the environmental clearance shall be submitted by the project proponents to the Heads 
of local bodies, Panchayats and Municipal Bodies in addition to the relevant offices of the 
Government who in turn has to display the same for 30 days from the date of receipt.

7.3
The project proponent shall upload the status of compliance of the stipulated environment clearance 
conditions, including results of monitored data on their website and update the same on half-yearly 
basis.

7.4
The project proponent shall monitor the criteria pollutants level namely; PM10, SO2, NOx (ambient 
levels) or critical sectoral parameters, indicated for the projects and display the same at a convenient 
location for disclosure to the public and put on the website of the company.

7.5
The project proponent shall submit six-monthly reports on the status of the compliance of the 
stipulated environmental conditions on the website of the ministry of Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change at environment clearance portal.

7.6
The project proponent shall submit the environmental statement for each financial year in Form-V 
to the concerned State Pollution Control Board as prescribed under the Environment (Protection) 
Rules, 1986, as amended subsequently and put on the website of the company.

7.7
The project authorities shall inform to the Regional Office of the MOEFCC regarding 
commencement of mining operations.

7.8
The project authorities must strictly adhere to the stipulations made by the State Pollution Control 
Board and the State Government.

7.9
The project proponent shall abide by all the commitments and recommendations made in the 
EIA/EMP report, commitment made during Public Hearing and also that during their presentation to 
the Expert Appraisal Committee.

7.10

No change in coal beneficiation process and scope of work shall be made without obtaining prior 
approval of the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC) with such 
conditions mentioned therein. No change in the maximum quantum of raw material feed per annum 
against the approved washery capacity shall be made.

Concealing factual data or submission of false/fabricated data may result in revocation of this 
environmental clearance and attract action under the provisions of Environment (Protection) Act, 

7.11
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S. No EC Conditions

1986.

7.12
The Ministry may revoke or suspend the clearance, if implementation of any of the above 
conditions is not satisfactory.

7.13
The Ministry reserves the right to stipulate additional conditions if found necessary. The Company 
in a time bound manner shall implement these conditions.

7.14
The Regional Office of this Ministry shall monitor compliance of the stipulated conditions. The 
project authorities should extend full cooperation to the officer (s) of the Regional Office by 
furnishing the requisite data / information/monitoring reports.

7.15

The above conditions shall be enforced, inter-alia under the provisions of the Water (Prevention & 
Control of Pollution) Act, 1974, the Air (Prevention & Control of Pollution) Act, 1981, the 
Environment (Protection) Act, 1986, Hazardous and Other Wastes (Management and Trans-
boundary Movement) Rules, 2016 and the Public Liability Insurance Act, 1991 along with their 
amendments and Rules and any other orders passed by the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India / High 
Courts and any other Court of Law relating to the subject matter.

7.16
Any appeal against this EC shall lie with the National Green Tribunal, if preferred, within period of 
30 days as prescribed under Section 16 of the National Green Tribunal Act, 2010.

7.17 Coal stacking plan shall be prepared separately for raw coal, clean coal, middling and rejects.

7.18
Efforts should be made to reduce energy consumption by conservation, efficiency improvements 
and use of renewable energy.
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Member Secretary, MoEFCC (EC)

Date: 17/04/2026

Signature Not Verified
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